The Structure of
Alabama Courts

Overall Structure of the Alabama
Unified Judicial System

» Alabama's court system became
a unified judicial system on
January 16, 1977,

* Under the unified system,
jurisdictions of courts and rules of
court are uniform. -




Overall Structure of the Alabama
Unified Judicial System {cont’d)

* In Alabama, there are three
- court levels:

—courts of limited jurisdiction.
~courts of general jurisdiction.
—-appellate courts,

COURTS OF LIMITED
JURISDICTION

The Munjcipnl Courts

«  Municipal couts exorcise Jurisdiction over all prosecutions for
violations of murucllgaai ordinances oocirring within the clty imits and
police Jurlsdiction of the munlcipality,

* Some munlcipalities have enacted ardinances making State
misclemannor offenses violations of iunicibal ordinances.

* The Alabama Constitution provides that a
munlolpel governing body may choose to
maintaln its local court of transter jurisdiction
fo the District Court of the county where the
municipality 1s locatec,




COURTS OF LIMITED
JURISDICTION (cont’d)

Tha Probads Qourde

.

Probate courts are courts of limited Jurisdiction. Like ofhar
constiiulionally-created courts, they are considerad partof the State
court systetn,

Prabate Courts ara funded by the counties and are not included in
the Steta's judiclal budget,

T

Probate Courts generally have jurisdiction in each county over all
tatters dealing with the probate of wills; the administration of

. estates of those parsons dying without a will; the appointmaent and

removal of guardiana for minore and persons of unsound mind;
nama ohanges; and adoption proceedings unless such proceadings
arg transferred to the Juvenlls Court,

' COURTS OF LIMITED
JURHSDECTION {cont’d)

The District Courts

*

Alabama's Distriet Courks Feneraily have kirlsdiction over criminal misdemeangrs,
hald pre:lmlnar?' hearings In felony prosatutions, anc, soncLirant with Cireult Gourls,
raoaiva gullly plaas |n felony cases not punishable by death.

Distriet Couris alao axgrolsg concument juitadiction with the Glreult Couets In {uvanile
medtars and in ol agtions wherae the amount of soniroversy dows not axesad
$10,600, excluslve of Inferast and costs,

Plstriot Caurts have sxclusivie Juttsdiction ovar al) eivil actions where the amount of
sontroversy, excluslve of inferist and costs, doas not axoaad $6.000. These aollons
ara rafarred 1o as Small Clilms cases, Olizans may fils any gase n tha Small Claims
Divislon of the Dlstrist Cowrt without a lawyer,

Distrlot courtz aleo have contempt power,

Thara ls 1 Distlot Court In each county. There are 106 distrlat count positons,




COURTS OF GENERAL
JURISDICTION

The Cirowlt Courts

+  Alabama's trial courts of Fenera[ Jurlsdiction are the Circyit Courts,
whith exargisg both oriminal and clvilllurisdfctlon. The 87 countles
in Alabama are dividad inte 41 Judiolal clroults r'angin;:t; in slze from
trie to five Gounties. There are 148 olroult judge postians,

= Cirouit Courta hear all elvil mattors where tha amount in confroversy
exosads $10,000, exclusive of interest and costs, and gaeherally
crim!nal prosecutlons involving felony offenses.

» Clroult Courts also have original Jurisdiction concurrent with the
- District Courts In Juvenila matters and in all civil matters where the
amount In controversy axceeds $6,000 but does hot excead
$10,000, exclusive of Interest and costs,

COURTS OF GENERAL
JURISDICTION (cont'd)

The Circuit Courts (coni’d)

» Circult Courts also exercise appellate jurisdiction over
cases appealed from District and Municipal Gourts, An
appeal to the Circuit Court is tried as though it were a
new ftrial (referred to &s a "trial de novo”} and may he .
tried with or without a jury,

» Circuit Courts also have equitable jurisdiction and
contempt power.




APPELLATE COURTS

The Alabama Courd of Givil Appeals

+- The Alabama Court of Civil Appeals conslats of five judges, the most senlor
Judge setving as the Preslding Judge,

+ This Courl has appellate jurlsdiction In all civil appeaals whers $he amount In
controversy, exclusive of Interest and costs, does not excesd $50,000. The
Suprems Gourt of Alabama ray transfar to the Alabarma Couirt of Clvil
Appaals oivil tases appealad ¢ the Supreme Court of Alahama and within
Its appellate Jursdictlon with some exaeptions,

» The Alabama Court of Civil Appeals has juriadiction of all a ‘]peass from
administrative agancles other than the Alabaima Public Service
Comumlssion. The Court alsn exervlses jurisdiction over appesals In workery'
compensation cages and in domastic mlations cases, Including annulment,
divorce, adopfion, and child custody cases. '




APPELLATE COURTS (cont'd)

The Alabama Court of Crimlnal Appeals

*The Alabama Court of Criminal Appeals consists of five
Judges, the most senlor judge serving as the Presiding
Judge.

*The Alabarna Court of Criminal Appeals has appellate
Jurlsdiction of all misdemeanors, including the violation of
town and city ordinances, habeas corpus, and all
felonles, Inciuding all post conviction writs In criminal
cases, -

APPELLATE COURTS (cont'd)

The Supreme Court of Alabang

»  The Supreme Gourt of Alabama js composed of a Chief Justice and
elght Assoclate Justices.

+ The Bupreme Court has exclusive furisdiotion over ali appeals
where the amount in controversy excasds $50,000 and appeals
from the Alabama Public Servioa Commission.

* The Suprema Court may make rules governing the administration, -
practics, and procedure’in all courfs,

* The Ghief Justles Is the adminigtrative head of
ihe Btate's judiclal system.




The Roles and Duties of
Juvenile Court Officials, Etc.

Juvenile and Family Court
Judges

*In Alabama, juvenile and family court
judges are actually circuit and district court
judges.

- 20
*Currently, there are approximately ﬁ circuit
court judges and 76 district court judges
designated as juvenile court judges.




Juvenile and Family Court
Judges {cont’d)

*Statutory Powers (§ 12-1 5-103,
Ala.Codle 1975)

“Issue writs and processes.
"*Issue warrants of arrest,
pick-up orders, and writs

of habeas corpus.
"*Exercise equity power.

Family Court “Divisions”
#*Unffied Family Court concept studied by group formed for
thls purpose.
*Resilt: Section 12-17-24.1.

*Presiding Clrouit Judge works with the ADC In the
devalopment of & written implementation plan ~ plan

shall be submittad to Chisf Justice for approval.

*3 clreults have uged this statute,




Family Court “Divisions” (coht’d)

*Cassa Heard:

Domastic Relatlons/Divorces

Annuiments of ManiagalL.egal Separations
Custody/SupporfAlimony

Unlferm Suppert or Qustody Acts

Nensupport Actions

Any Other Metter In Juvenile Gourts Juriediotion

Sometimes, Protection From Abuse Cases

Other “Family Courts”

&tate Statute: Lee
Local Acts
*Tuscaloasa,
*Calhoun, Claburna,
= dedfarson,

*viobile,
."M‘tmtgomery.
*Henry, Houston, )

*Madison




Juvenile Appeals

Rule 28(A}, Alabama Rules of Juvenile Procedure;

“(A} Diract Appeals to Appeliate Courts.

*(1) Appeals from final orders or judgmants of the juvenile court shall
* be to the appropriate appellate court, subject to the Alabama Rules
of Appellate Procedura, if;

“(a) A racord has been cortlfied s adequate by the Juverils court
[udge er a sipulation of facts Is avallable and, If applicable, tha right

to a Jury trlal as heen exerclsad or waived by all parties #ntliled
thersto; or,

“(b) The parties stipulate that only questions of law are Involved and

tha Juvenlie court certifies the questions. ., . .*

Juvenile Appeals (cont’d)

Rule 28(A); Alabama Rules of Juvenlls Procedurs {eont’d):

“{A) . . . (2} If the appeal provided in this subsaotion Is taken from a final
order or jJudgment In 9 case o proaa@dlnﬁ arlsinﬁ out of the
'urfsdictmn o the Juvenlle court over o ohild, as that term Is defined
1t Ala. Code 1978, § 12-15-102(8}, tha approptiate appellate court
for purpeses of the ameal ahall ba Aa} tha Court of Criminal Appeals
In proceadings in whleh a child ls adjudicatad dellnquent,
proceedings to revoke probation or aftercare in dellnguenoy cases,
and proceedings n which & motion seeking an order to transfer a
child to the adult court for eriminal prosecution Is elthar granted or
clenied,d ?nd (b) the Gourt of Civil Appsals In any other case or
procesading.”
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Juvenils Appeals (cont’d)

Rule 28(B), Alabama Rules of Juvenile
Procedure:

“(B) Appeals to Circuit Court. Appeals from final
orders or judgments in all other cases, including
those cases In which there is not an adequate
record as provided in subsection (A) of this rule,
shall be to the circuit court for trial de novo and
the case shall be heard by a different circuit
court judge if heard by a ¢lreuit court judge in the
first Instance In the juvenile court. . .

GOALS FOR THE JUVENILE
COURTS

§ 12-15+101(b)

"{bgaln furtherange of this purposs, the following goals have heen
asiablished for the juvenlie court: .

‘(1) To presaive and strengthen the famtly of the child whenever
possible, including improvement of the hotng ahwlromment of
the child,

{2} To ramova the child from the custody of his or her parent or

. parenis only when It Is Judiglally determinad to be in hig or her
bestinterests or for the safaly and proteciion of the public,

(3) To reunita a child with hs or het parent of parents as quickly

and as safely as possible whan tha chiid has bean removed from tha
custody of fis o her barent or parents unloss reunifioation |s judicially
defermined not to be It the best Interests of the child. .. "
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GOALS FOR THE JUVENILE

COURTS (cont’d)
§ 12-15-101(b) (cont’c)

“b).. {4) To secure for any child removed from
parental custody the necessar treatment,
care, guldance, and discipline to assist him

or her in bacoming a résponsible, productive
member of soclety.

‘(8) To prorote a continuum of services for
children and their families from prevention to
aftercare, considering wherever possible,
prevganﬂon, diversion, and early Intervention

GOALS FOR THE JUVENILE
COURTS (cont’d)

§ 12:18-101(b) (vont'd):

“b) ... (8} To promote the usa of cam Mnity-based alternatives as deterronts to
acts of juvenile dalinquancy and ag least restrictive dispositionat
alternatives, .

*(7) Ta hold a ohild found to ba dslingquent accountabls for his or her actions
to the extant of the age, aducallon, manita! and physloal condition, and
hackground of the ohild, = all olher relevant factors and b provide a
program of supervlslon, care, and rohabilRation, naluding rastitufion by
the ol fo tha viallin of his or her debinguent acts.

“(8) T avklove tha foragolng goals In the Isast resiriclive
setling nevessaiy, with a prefaranca at all imes for
the proservation of the famlly and the Integration
of perental aceountabl Iy and particlpetionn
treatment and coungating programs,”




